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Mid-Semester Review  

Ivy League Sounds 

Off at Leadership 

Summit 

The weekend of February 6
th
-7

th
 the Cornell Ivy Council 

Delegation, comprised of 45 student leaders, attended the ninth 

annual Ivy Leadership Summit at Brown University. The summit 

is an annual two-day conference that brings together students 

from all eight Ivy League institutions along with business, 

political and academic leaders.  

The theme of the conference, “Leading in a Global 

Community,” was not only evident in the selection of speakers 

but also in the assortment of cultural food and performances 

throughout the weekend. Ambassador Charles Manatt opened 

the conference Friday evening, stressing the importance of 

improving international relations in our global community and 

the Ivy League’s integral role in world leadership. Following the 

speech, several of Brown’s student entertainment groups, 

including Taiko!, The Jabberwocks, and Spoken Word 

performed for over 450 Ivy Council Delegates. Saturday 

morning commenced with Brown’s President Ruth Summons 

addressing the delegation, urging all of us to take advantage of 

the broad opportunities we can pursue. Panel discussions led by 

world political and business leaders focused on leadership and 

changing the current global climate continued into the afternoon.   

The weekend also launched the new Ivy Council initiative, 

Ivy Culture, which looks to bring various cultures closer together 

across the Ivy League through various programming and policy 

events. Members are now looking forward to next year’s Ivy 

Summit at Yale University. 
              

                  - Alex Latella, CALS Representative 

State of Transfers 
 

The transfer community at Cornell University is both 

widely diverse and highly active, making it unlike any other in 

the country. Over 700 transfers arrive to Cornell’s campus 

every year. They bring not only their experiences at their 

previous colleges, but a newfound drive to succeed at the 

school they are finally attending. They are social, ambitious, 

and cannot wait to get started. However, once they arrive it 

becomes more difficult for them to adapt than they originally 

thought. Transfers must quickly acclimate to Cornell’s culture 

and academics while their classmates have had a year or two 

to do so. While freshmen have the opportunity to spend a year 

on North Campus, in a community designed to meet their 

needs, the West Campus Residential Initiative has separated 

the transfers. Due to this failed housing policy, transfers are 

widely scattered throughout West Campus, Cascadilla, and the 

townhouses on North.   

When one approaches senior transfer students, they speak 

of the old Transfer Center with reverence. The Center was a 

place where transfers gathered under one roof, supported by a 

house staff that specialized in meeting the needs of transfer 

students. The transfer center was truly unique to Cornell, and 

something to brag about when guiding a tour group around 

campus. Since the destruction of the Center, transfers are left 

without an adequate compromise, and as a result they have no 

voice.  

Today, it is hard to speak positively about the state of the 

transfer community. There are flaws in the current program 

that need to be reviewed. They range from the ever-present 

issues of housing to orientation to academic policy. The 

transfers at Cornell University need to feel as though the 

administration is listening and that failed policies will 

eventually be changed. With the university behind them, the 

transfers will find acclimating to Big Red culture as smooth 

and enjoyable as they always thought it would be.  

 

-Name, College Representative  

 

 

The Student Assembly’s Committee on Residential and 

Community Life has been meeting regularly in order to examine 

some of the concerns that students have been having about 

campus life and to determine how best to work with other student 

organizations and administrative departments to address any 

problems. One of our major focuses has been looking at the 

current housing lottery process. There were many concerns about 

the quality of information we receive, both before entering the 

lottery and before the selection time.  

To address this issue, members of the committee have been 

meeting with representatives from the Campus Life Department 

to talk about, among other things, how to use technology to make 

sure that students can access relevant information in order to 

make informed decisions. We’ve also been brainstorming ways 

to improve the lottery system overall and will be fleshing out 

those ideas throughout this semester. Another major focus has 

been on improving our campus’ commitment to sustainability.  

Our committee is working on ways to implement and 

supplement environmentally-friendly programs in dorms and 

community centers. We’ve also been in contact with many 

student groups in order to see if we can help with any of the 

projects that they’ve been hard at work on. We are committed to 

being responsive to student concerns and we would love to hear 

your suggestions and ideas for projects, so feel free to drop by 

one of our weekly meetings (schedule is on the Student Assembly 

website) or send me an email (njk38). 

Update on  

Residential Life 

-Nikhil Kumar,  

Chair of Committee on Residential and Community Life 

 

 

The Student Assembly recently passed Resolution 21, which 

placed a moratorium on the registration of new student 

organizations, except under circumstances of immediate necessity.  

Unfortunately a lot of students don’t understand why this measure 

is necessary and it has garnered a fair amount of criticism.   

This short term measure will allow the SA, the SAFC, and the 

Dean of Students and his staff to evaluate the processes we use 

when registering new student groups and how we allocate funds. 

We cannot forget that it is student money that pays for these 

groups, and we have a responsibility to spend that money wisely.   

This short pause in registration will allow us to completely 

audit the process. We are not looking to consolidate groups or to 

stifle free speech or the right to assemble. The only restriction we 

put into effect is that students cannot register this semester with 

the Student Activity Office and we did this after applications for 

SAFC funding were due so groups up until the moratorium’s 

beginning would be able to get funding. If you feel that you and 

your peers ought to form a group due to immediate necessity, 

please do not hesitate to go to the Student Activities Office.  

During the next few months, the Auditing Task Force will 

look for ways to address the crisis of space that has arisen over the 

last few years so that students will be able to have campus 

meetings. We are taking this time to review the process and get 

input from as many sources as possible so that we can develop a 

far superior system. The Office of the Dean of Students has 

wanted to overhaul this process for many years, but they wanted 

the students to initiate it. This resolution was not taken lightly by 

any of its sponsors, including myself, but the long term benefits it 

will produce are much greater than the short term hindrances it 

creates. I hope this has helped explain our stance more thoroughly, 

but please do not hesitate to contact us with comments, insights, or 

questions. 

-J. Anthony Miller, Vice President for Internal Operations 

Moratorium on New Student Groups 


