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Community Clause 2.0 
 

After seeing the tremendous community response to the decision to 
popularly elect the Student Assembly President and Executive Vice President, the 
SA decided to attempt another innovative approach to engage the undergraduate 
student body by allowing them to vote on some of the same issues as the 
Assembly with the passage of Resolution 15 “The Community Clause 2.0”.  

This resolution allocates up to two additional votes to the entire 
community of undergraduates as a whole present at a Student Assembly meeting. 
We understand that we are not omniscient of all happenings on campus, and we 
are proud that there are undergraduates on campus who have valuable knowledge 
in certain aspects of student life. We hope that this resolution will give average 
students an incentive to participate in their student governance by making them a 
part of the decision-making process.  

Although limitations currently in place permit students to vote only on 
resolutions that determine community opinion regarding matters of student 
concern (sense-of-the-body), we are confident that this resolution will lay the 
groundwork for giving students more agency over the decisions that affect their 
lives. We hope that students will take advantage of the new powers granted to 
them by attending SA meetings and exercising their voting rights in order to 
ensure that elected representatives do not lose touch with the concerns and views 
of their respective constituencies. 
 
-Rammy Salem ‘10 
President  
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Semester in Review 

By-Line Funding Allocation 
  

Every other year the Student Assembly allocates around $5.8 million dollars 
in Student Activity Fee money to 31 different on-campus organizations. This “Activity 
Fee” is charged to all students, in addition to your tuition, to support some of the most 
popular organizations on campus, such as the Slope Day Programming Board and 
Concert Commission.  

The By-Line funding process entrusts the Student Assembly with the 
responsibility of providing oversight for these great campus organizations while at the 
same balancing the added tuition burden the activity fee places on students. By design, 
this creates a funding process which is run entirely by student to ensure that the 
organizations benefit all students.  

Assembly and Community members have spent hundreds of hours 
throughout the semester reviewing budgets and deciding funding allocations. The chart 
below demonstrates the 16 largest group funding allocations as well as the total activity 
fee for the 2011 and 2012 school years. 
 
-Vincent Andrews ‘11 
Vice President of Public Relations 

Dining Committee Makes Strides 
 
“Towering above the rest” is not 

just a statement or goal, but a reality for 
Cornell Dining. In the last few months the 
Student Assembly Committee on Dining has 
been holding each of its meetings at various 
dining locations on campuses. If there is one 
thing that the dining committee has learned, it 
is that Cornell Dining takes unparalleled 
pride in their work and strives to enhance the 
Cornell experience for the entire community. 
 The committee has focused on a few key areas to help ensure the continuation of high 

quality foods and service.  
Through the creation of several sub-committees, members have begun 

exploring new ways to market Cornell Dining events, promotions, and specials. Some of 
those promotions include highlighting Cornell cuisine from several celebrity chefs across 
all of its dining units – if you don’t believe us, check out the new American Masala in 
Trillium. Continuing with the theme of premium foods, Cornell Dining has been 
sourcing a significant amount of its produce from local area farmers. As part of a 
commitment to sustainability and healthful eating, Cornell Dining hopes to increase its 
usage of local foods. 

Committee members have also been helping the Dining directors analyze 
pricing to ensure that students are receiving value for their money. Finally, the dining 
committee is looking to develop an infrastructure whereby soon-to-be expired and 
leftover foods can be delivered to the hungry in Ithaca. The committee feels that this is a 
great way for Cornell, as a community, to give back to those in need most. If you have 
any comments, questions, or concerns please email us at sa-dining-
chair@assembly.cornell.edu. 
 
-Alex Latella ‘10 
Chair, Dining Committee and Vice President of Internal Operations 
 

Re-working the On-Campus Lottery System 
 
After two semesters of hard work by both the SA and its Residential and 

Community Life Committee, and with constant consultation with the Dept. of 
Campus Life, there have been some major changes to the Housing Lottery. On 
October 15, the SA passed three resolutions that will all have a dramatic impact on 
student housing. Resolution 13 was the most important and called for the housing 
lottery to be restructured so that rising sophomores have the first pick in rooms, 
followed by rising juniors and then by rising seniors.  

This resolution was designed to address the fact that, although 
sophomores are guaranteed on-campus housing, their position in the lottery led 
many to choose off-campus housing locations, creating a rush of students to sign 
leases in Collegetown, and caused those who stayed in the lottery to receive 
lower-quality rooms. Resolution 14 asked Campus Life to release more 
information regarding the results of previous lotteries, something that students felt 
would allow them to make better informed decisions about what they could expect 
by participating in the lottery. Finally, Resolution 15 was a “sense-of-the-body” 
resolution that stated the SA’s support for an in-house lottery for Collegetown 
residences (including Cascadilla) in order to address the fact that, unlike those on 
West Campus, those students don’t have the opportunity of getting early 
preference for some rooms for the following year. The housing lottery process has 
been a major concern of students for years and, pending the expected approval of 
President Skorton of these three resolutions, the SA has taken a major step to fix 
it.  
 
-Nikhil Kumar ‘11 
Executive Vice President  

Last Two SA Meetings 
- Approval of the 2010 Election Rules, Thursday December 3rd 

at 4:45pm in Willard Straight Hall, Memorial Room 
- Approval of the 2010-2011 Student Activity Fee, Friday 

December 4th at 4:00pm in Warren Hall, Room 131 

Residential Life Committee RHD Selection 
 
 Throughout the Fall 2009 semester, the efforts of the SA Committee 
on Residential and Community Life have been mainly directed toward the 
crafting, passage, and implementation of Resolution 15. This resolution, entitled 
“Increased Student Representation in Residence Hall Director Selections,” aims 
to accomplish just that, through three main measures. Primarily, Resolution 15 
allows two undergraduates to serve in full capacity on the RHD Screening 
Committee, a task force currently composed of 8 administrators that carries out 
the extensive RHD hiring process. One student representative will come from a 
program house; the other will come from a traditional residence hall. 
Additionally, the resolution empowers multiple students to participate in the 
numerous RHD interviews in the spring. Finally, Resolution 15 addresses the 
issue of student involvement in the RHD transfer process through the 
administration of an end-of-year survey on the performance of their RHD.  
 Passed unanimously in the Committee and on the Assembly on 10/15, 
Resolution 15 was signed into effect by President Skorton on 10/28. Currently, 
ResLife Committee members are actively working with Campus Life toward the 
implementation of the resolution. In pursuit of students to serve on the RHD 
Screening Committee, the Committee has employed publicity measures to 
search for interested undergraduates. If you have any interest in the position, 
don’t hesitate to apply! 
 Finally, the Committee would like to emphasize that Resolution 15 is 
just the beginning of fostering proactive student involvement in matters of 
Residential and Community Life. We look forward to continuing our work with 
the RSC, Campus Life, and the greater Cornell community.  
 
-Jonathan Rau ‘12 
Chair, Residential and Community Life Committee 
 

Organization 
2008-2010 
Allocation 

2010-2012 
Request 

2010-2012 
Allocation 

Community Centers Councils $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 

Welcome Weekend $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 

EMS $3.36 $3.84 $3.84 

Club Insurance $4.50 $4.70 $4.70 

    Senior Week $4.50 $5.50 $5.00 

Collegiate Readership Program $5.50 $6.00 $6.00 

Orientation Steering Committee $5.65 $6.60 $6.60 

ALANA $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 

CUPB $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 

    Convocation $7.50 $10.50 $8.50 

Cornell Cinema $11.00 $11.75 $8.60 

Athletics and Physical Education $9.95 $10.00 $10.00 

CU Tonight $9.00 $12.00 $10.00 

Cornell Concert Commission $12.00 $12.00 $12.00 

Slope Day Programming Board $15.00 $18.00 $18.00 

SAFC $75.73 $84.00 $81.57 

15 Other Funded Organizations $19.56 $23.39 $20.69 

Total 2011–2012 Student Activity Fee $204 $229 $216 
 


