
 

For more information including complete meeting agendas, minutes, and resolutions visit our website at http://assembly.cornell.edu 

If you have comments or questions about the SA feel free to email Nikki Junewicz, VP Public Relations, at nj43@cornell.edu 

 

Resolution 6: Compliance with CU’s Statement on 

Diversity 
-Submitted in response to recent and previous installments of the Cornell 

Review/American which has caused “feelings of alienation and 

intimidation for some” 

- The Review is believed to be inconsistent with the vales of Cornell’s 

Statement on Diversity and not in compliance with Policy 4.10.  

-Created an ad-hoc committee to revise the Campus Code of Conduct to 

prevent future hateful terminology.  

 

 

Student Assembly Finance Commission Process 
The SAFC is a committee of the SA and allocates a substantial portion 

of the Student Activity Fee to over 475 student groups. 

 As the Student Assembly Finance Commission (SAFC) liaison for the 

Student Assembly I realized how important it is for fellow SA members 

to be fully informed of the process that SAFC-funded groups must 

follow to receive their funds. This is why I decided to sponsor 

Resolution 12 which mandates SA representatives to complete the 

“President and Treasurers Test” before the SAFC appeals are heard 

before the SA. Currently, all SAFC commissioners and executive-board 

members, in addition to the presidents and treasurers of groups 

requesting funding, take and pass the test. 

The SA determines the policies for the allocation and use of funds for 

undergraduate organizations. The SAFC, a subsidiary committee of the 

SA, is charged with allocating a substantial portion of the Student 

Activity Fee to over 475 undergraduate student groups. If a group 

applies for funds and does not receive its full desired allocation it can 

appeal the decision—first to the SAFC, and then to the SA 

Appropriations Committee. The Student Assembly has the final say in 

any SAFC appeal. The Appropriations Committee makes a decision on 

whether or not the SAFC erred in determining the funding allocation 

for the group and then brings that decision before the SA for a vote. In 

order to appropriately judge whether or not the SAFC properly 

followed the funding guidelines, it follows that SA members must have 

an understanding of its own rules and regulations. 

-Rebecca Smith, At-Large Representative  

 

The Ivy Council 
Every year Cornell Student Assembly takes part in Ivy 

Council. This fall, fifteen student leaders from each of 

the eight Ivy League institutions met at Columbia U. to 

discuss a broad range of topics which included campus 

sustainability, intellectual property rights, drinking age 

and policy, and administrative transparency. Currently, 

Ivy Council is busy working on a variety projects to 

showcase the achievements and grow the recognition of 

the Ivy League. Specifically the IvyCHINA program is 

working to form an exchange program that would allow 

Chinese students to visit and gain exposure to American 

institutions. Similarly, IvyMIDDLE EAST SUMMIT is 

planning a conference to expose Ivy League student 

leaders to social, political, and cultural ideas from the 

perspective of foreign university scholars. Both of these 

programs are incredible opportunities for student leaders 

within the Ivy League. A final exciting program that Ivy 

Council hopes to start over the holiday season is 

IvyLEAVES. This program is looking to compile a one-

stop-shop admissions guide for the Ivy League including 

several successful sample admissions essays from each of 

the Ivy League schools. Our next major conference is the 

Ivy Leadership Summit in February at Brown University. 

With over 400 students and government and academic 

professionals planning to attend, this conference will be 

an exceptional opportunity for Ivy League students.  

Alex Latella, CALS Representative 

Dear Cornell Community, 

Welcome to the Student Assembly’s Semester in Review 

Newsletter! It is the SA’s hope that this publication will help us 

effectively relay information regarding events, resolutions, and 

discussions about the SA during this semester to you, our constituents. 

This publication also aims to fuel interest through information. Now that 

you have the “inside scoop” about the Assembly’s actions, we hope you 

will take a more active role in helping us make the Cornell Community a 

better place. The Newsletter is produced by SA members and all articles 

about resolutions are authored by their SA sponsors. We want to make 

sure that the Student Body as a whole is kept up to date on our progress 

so that those interested in becoming involved feel prepared to do so. In 

this Newsletter, you will not only find information about previous issues 

we’ve addressed, but ideas for future goals we hope to accomplish. 

 Hopefully you will all find this new initiative useful. As both 

students and assembly members, we understand there are many issues 

that need to be addressed. This publication aims to explain how we are 

addressing those issues. 

Nikki Junewicz, Vice President for Public Relations  

Vincent Andrews, At-Large Representative  

Illegal File-Sharing Report 
Last year, the Recording Industry Association of America 

(RIAA) sent thousands of copyright infringement notices to universities 

nationwide, including Cornell.  These notices threaten legal action 

against a suspect student unless that student agrees to pay a fine 

(typically thousands of dollars).  Since the RIAA only knows the IP 

addresses that are suspected of illegal file-sharing, the RIAA asks 

universities to forward these pre-settlement letters to the students who 

correspond to flagged IP addresses, which the university is not required 

by law to do. If a student refuses to settle then the RIAA can walk 

away, or keep its promise by taking the student to court. 

During the November 6th SA meeting, members debated 

whether or not the University should agree to forward pre-settlement 

letters. The assembly decided it is probably in the interest of students to 

receive these letters. One of the biggest questions for those receiving 

pre-settlement letters is “If I don’t pay, how likely is the RIAA to take 

me to court?” In order to educate the community and bring student 

input back into CIT, the SA IT committee (SAITC) determined it 

should find statistics on the number of students who settle, the number 

who don’t settle, and how many students actually go to court, and 

present these findings to the Cornell community. 

-Mike Heinz, Engineering Representative 

 Gorge Safety Oversight by committee 
Resolution 8 was passed by the Student Assembly to create an ad-

hoc committee comprised of students, administrators and 

community members that would address gorge safety. 

One of the main issues to be confronted is how to combat 

the whole culture of gorge-jumping on campus. Before students 

even come to Cornell, they are educated by various college-guides 

that one must gorge-jump before they graduate, otherwise they did 

not utilize their time here on campus. The ad-hoc Committee hopes 

to devise a plan to fully eradicate the idea that “Oh, that can’t 

happen to me,” educating all of the imminent danger waiting in the 

waters. In addition, the Committee hopes to evaluate what can be 

done physically to make some known problem areas less dangerous 

to those that do choose to break the law (yes, it is illegal). 

Ithaca is “gorges,” and yes, we have a beautiful campus, 

but many are not aware of how perilous these gorges truly are. 

-Asa Craig, Arts and Sciences Representative 

 

Resolution 6 was introduced at the September 17 meeting of the 

Student Assembly. It was written on the idea that the SA should 

address legitimate concerns in the community. At the meeting, SA 

members engaged in serious and spirited debate about whether the 

resolution was the best way to move forward in addressing concerns 

about racism and hate-speech. To improve the resolution, Rep. Asa 

Craig offered an amendment that created an ad-hoc committee 

charged specifically with the task of working with the Cornell 

administration to examine how the Campus Code of Conduct can 

be more effective against hateful terminology. The SA 

overwhelmingly approved Resolution 6 by a vote of 17-4. The SA’s 

actions’ are an important first step which reflects a genuine desire 

to take a constructive path that improves the Cornell community. 

Now it’s important that the SA move forward to tackle these issues, 

as well as the others that are of concern to the Cornell community. 

-Nikhil Kumar, Minority Representative 
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Are you interested in running and making change?  
During the Spring semester all undergraduates are eligible for seats on the 2009-2010 Student Assembly. Stay tuned for information about 

these elections and whether the student body can directly elect the President and Vice President.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


